
 
Unit 1 – The (ongoing) Blog Project – Handout 3 Algebra II 

This handout will explain Phase 3 of The (ongoing) Blog Project. 

This portion of the project is the ongoing role that you play as an active member of this community. 

By now:  

A. You have written a blog post. 

B. You have written a comment. 

C. You (may) have a comment written on your blog. 

D. You have followed the blogs of your cohort. 

Go ahead and log into your Wordpress account. The first thing that will pop up is your “Reader” where 

all the blog posts of those whom you follow will be collected. Now would be a good time to consider 

logging into your Wordpress every other day to see what’s getting said. The more you read, the more 

interested you might get, which would be good, because you are expected to… 

1. Write one blog post per week (due Sunday night). 

2. Post comments on three different posts each week. 

 

“What are we supposed to write about?” 

When you sit down to write a post, you should consider writing about one of the following:  

1. A math topic that confused you in class. (Reaching out for help…) 

2. An activity or experience in class that you really enjoyed, made you proud, inspired you, 

surprised you, helped you, etc… (Telling a feel-good math class story) 

3. An experience with math that you had outside of math class. (Having to use math outside of 

math class or a sign-quote-scene that was funny/curious/clever because the math was poorly 

applied or wrong, stuff like that.) 

4. A situation or event that occurred whose numerical analysis is impressive to you for some 

reason. 

It should be noted that I reserve the right to say “this week, I want you all to write about THIS…” 

(Whatever “this” might be…) 

 

“Are we going to be graded on this?”  

 

Yes.  

The rubric is on the next page. 



 
Unit 1 – The (ongoing) Blog Project – Handout 3 Algebra II 

Each week’s work will be graded according to the following rubric:  

Category 5 points 4 points 3 points 2 points 1 points 0 points 

Follow 
Directions 

All directions 
were followed 

 
Some 
directions were 
followed 

 

Student did 
something, but 
not at all what 
was directed. 

No effort given. 

Depth of 
Thought / 
Originality 

Work shows a 
deliberate 
effort to push 
for a deeper 
understanding. 

Work shows a 
fairly 
consistent 
effort to push 
for a deeper 
understanding. 

Work shows 
some depth of 
thought, but 
effort is 
inconsistent. 

Work shows a 
misplaced 
effort to draw 
any 
conclusions 
related to the 
topic. 

Work 
demonstrates 
almost no 
effort to think 
deeply. 

No effort given. 

Accuracy 

All 
mathematical 
statements are 
accurate. 

Most of the 
mathematical 
statements are 
accurate. 

Half of the 
mathematical 
statements are 
accurate. 

Most of the 
mathematical 
statements are 
inaccurate. 

It is clear the 
the student is 
discussing 
mathematics 
he/she doesn’t 
understand. 

No effort given. 

 

So… how many points is the maximum? 

 

(Those are spot check points, and they will be awarded weekly.) 

 

What questions do you have?  

 

I can’t tell you how excited I am to see what wonderful things you are going to write about.  


